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Saying Goodbye to a Pioneer of Emergency Nursing in the Rio Grande Valley


�


Ingrid Steinbach RN CEN


Valley Baptist Brownsville


Richard Garza LVN was unexpectedly and tragically taken from us on February 8th, 2008.  He was born in Corpus Christi, Texas in April 1945.  After graduation from high school he entered the military and served his country as a corpsman in the Navy aboard the Aircraft Carrier USS Kitty Hawk. Following his discharge he worked for a time at Ben Taub Hospital in Houston in the Emergency Room, Burn Unit and Psychiatric Unit. He relocated to Brownsville in 1971 and began working at Brownsville Medical Center when it was owned by the Sisters of Mercy. When he started working in the Emergency Department it consisted of three rooms and he was in charge. The only Registered Nurse in the hospital was the Director of Nurses and there were no doctors in the Emergency Department. If they had a patient present that needed a physician the nurses would have a call down a list to try and locate someone to come in to treat the patient. Richard created the first crash cart at Brownsville Medical Center when he went shopping at a local hardware store and purchased a tool cart. Richard opened the Emergency Room at the “new” Valley Community Hospital otherwise known as Valley Regional after its construction and worked there for five years. During the same time period Richard began working with the Cameron County Jail as their nurse. Richard returned to Brownsville Medical Center under the auspices of Life Mark in 1983 and witnessed the transition to AMI, TENET and then Valley Baptist. He saw a lot of changes in the hospital and in Emergency Care. When he started as a nurse they used glass syringes and re-sharpened needles. All sterile trays were reusable. Imagine providing care without gloves!





Richard was well known to the patients of which, he treated many generations of the families in the area. Richard worked in the hospital as an Emergency Department Nurse, Case Manager and most recently as the Bed Control Nurse. He was well respected in the community and the hospital. He had the ability of making new employees feel welcome. He was also a diplomat and often helped mediate difficult cases. 





Richard served this community for over thirty years. He saved countless lives and cared for so many people. He was a loyal employee and friend to many. It is difficult to believe such a vibrant personality is no longer with us. He is sorely missed, but he will never be forgotten.


Continuing Education Requirements for Texas Nurses


 (This information has been taken directly from the Texas Board of Nurse Examiners and additional information regarding the forensic component for Emergency Department Nurses is also available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bon.state.tx.us/nursingeducation/ceu.html" ��http://www.bon.state.tx.us/nursingeducation/ceu.html� )


The mission of the Board of Nursing is to protect and promote the welfare of the people of Texas by ensuring that each person holding a license as a nurse in the State of Texas is competent to practice safely. In 1991, rules were adopted requiring nurses to complete 20 hours of continuing education (CE) every two years for relicensure. Continuing education in nursing is defined as programs beyond the basic preparation that are designed to promote and enrich knowledge, improve skills, and develop attitudes for the enhancement of nursing practice, thus improving health care to the public. All nurses with an active Texas license are required to complete continuing education for relicensure. Each nurse reactivating an inactive or delinquent license must also submit verification of 20 hours of CE completed in the two years prior to reactivation.


Forensic Evidence Collection CE


Effective September 1, 2005, the Nursing Practice Act was amended, adding the CE requirement, Forensic Evidence Collection in Continuing Education. This targeted CE requirement applies to all nurses practicing in emergency room settings as either their home unit, floating, contracted, or other duties that involve functioning in an ER setting or role. This is a one-time requirement per nurse effective September 1, 2006. Compliance with this requirement is ongoing for any nurse who begins practicing in an ER setting as there is no expiration date for this requirement under Texas Occupations Code § 301.306 (NPA


Upcoming Events . . . 


April 9-10, 2008		- Trauma Symposium                               


			   South Padre Island


April 11-12, 2008	- State Meeting


			   Austin


April 15-17, 2008	- TNCC


			   St. John’s (San Benito)


May 19, 2008		- TNCC Instructor Class


			   VBMC-Harlingen


May 20-22, 2008	- TNCC


			   St. John’s (San Benito)


May 23, 2008		- ENPC Reverification


			   St. John’s (San Benito)


June 26-27, 2008	- CEN Review Course


			   VBMC-Brownsville


June 26, 2008		- 2nd Quarter General 


			   Membership Meeting 


			   (Details to follow.)


Additional TNCC and ENPC classes are scheduled for July and September. This year’s ENA Scientific Assembly will be Minneapolis. Make plans to attend. Registration and flyers will be out by May.


Copying linked text boxes


You can copy an article or a chain of text boxes that are linked together, to another document or to another location in the same document. To copy linked text boxes and the text they contain, you must copy all the linked text boxes in an article. Select the first text box in an article. Hold down Shift, and click each additional text boxes you want to copy. On the Edit menu, click Copy. Click where you want to copy the text boxes and then click Paste.


To copy some of the text from  an article, select the text you want to copy from the article and then copy it. Do not select the text box. You can paste text you’ve copied directly into your document, into another location within the same article, or into another article.(





Presidents Message


Another Year


Sarah Souffrant RN CEN


Valley Baptist Harlingen


Can you believe it’s already 2008? So we enter into another year of our ENA chapter. Our Chachalaca chapter has certainly made a name for itself at the state level and as your incoming president I hope to continue our growth and development.


I am pleased to announce we are close to being officially recognized as a not for profit entity with our 501©3 status from the National ENA office. In addition we have also bonded our officers.


I truly believe this will be the year for growth of our chapter and want to reach out to the different areas to provide education and resources to all the emergency nurses of the Rio Grande Valley. We currently have 49 members and hope to increase it by 50%.


Our educational calendar is set. In addition to four TNCC and two ENPC courses, one day reverification courses will available for both, a TNCC instructor class and a CEN review class. I am happy to announce that our chapter will take over direction of all TNCC and ENPC courses from the Trauma Regional Advisory Council (TRAC). 


The board also agreed to sponsor the state meeting in April 2009. This will event will take place right after the annual trauma symposium in South Padre Island. More details to follow.


I hope to see you all during our quarterly general meeting and in any of our educational offerings. Thank you to all who have been attending our meetings. Attendance has been steadily on the rise and we would like to keep up the trend.





Using Styles in This Template


To change the Style of any paragraph, select the text by positioning your cursor anywhere in the paragraph. Select a Style from the drop-down Style list at the top-left of your screen. Press Enter to accept your choice.


�


See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture.


The styles available in this template allow you to change the look of your headlines and other text. The following is a list of some common styles and their uses.


Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article.


Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an article.


Byline Company - Use this style to type the author’s company.


Sidebar Head - Use this style to type a second-level heading in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Subhead - Use this style to type a third-level heading in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Text - Use this style to type the text in a sidebar article.


Sidebar Title - Use this style to type first-level headings in a sidebar article.


Footer - Use this style to type the repeating text at the very bottom of each page.


Heading1 - Use this style to create headlines for each article.


Heading2 - Use this style to create section headings in an article.


Jump To and Jump From - Use these styles to indicate that an article continues on another page.


Mailing Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type the destination address.


Postage - Use this style in a mailing label to type postage information.


Return Address - Use this style in a mailing label to type your address.


Picture Caption - Use this style to type a description of a picture or illustration.


Subtitle - Use this style to type sub-headings in an article.


Use PullQuote to excerpt text from the main text of a story to draw a reader’s attention to the page. See page 4 for an example.


�
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